The hurricane season of 2004 has been unusual in that severe damage was sustained at many federal units by Hurricanes and Tropical Storms Bonnie, Charley, Frances, Gaston, Ivan, and Jeanne, that occurred within weeks of one another in August and September 2004.  There was no time between storms to perform emergency repairs or protect remaining facilities from future damage before the next storm hit.

The news we heard every day documented the widespread nature of the storms and gave graphic pictures of severe damage that occurred which, we are sure, is well over the $700,000 threshold for all units combined.  As a result, the EFLHD will be issuing a Positive Finding in response to your Agency’s formal Notice of Intent for ERFO funding for any unit damaged as a direct result of any of these hurricanes/tropical storms.  This Positive Finding will be sent as both the acknowledgment of and response to your formal Notice of Intent.

ERFO reviews will not be performed for this disaster since, as of today, 43 units have reported damage from just three Agencies, unless there is a question that only an on-site review will answer.  These reviews will be scheduled on a case-by-case basis.

If you have heard of damage to any unit in your jurisdiction as a direct result of the hurricanes and tropical storms listed above, please include that unit in your Notice of Intent, even if you have no estimate of the damage.  One Notice of Intent is sufficient for all units for your Agency/Region, for all hurricanes and tropical storms, but please describe the damage and associate that damage at each unit with a specific hurricane or tropical storm, if possible.  No Positive Finding will be issued without receipt of a formal Notice of Intent from your Agency describing damage specifically related to the above list of hurricanes and tropical storms.

The ERFO policy states that notice has to be received by the EFLHD within 2 weeks of the storm, and we are setting the 2-week period to begin Monday, September 20, 2004.  Please provide your Notice of Intent by October 4, 2004.

It is imperative that photographs be taken to document the serious damage sustained by each unit at each site before any emergency work begins.  Sites will not be considered eligible for ERFO funding if the Damage Survey Report (DSR) is not accompanied by photographs.  Please feel free to call if anyone needs advice to complete the DSRs.






