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Chapter 6 Line Styles 

Overview 

Microstation comes with 8 standard Line Styles, which is 
usually enough for only the most basic Microstation drawing. 
Custom Line Styles are Microstation’s way of creating other 
Line Style for specific purposes. Line Styles for utilities that 
have text imbedded in the line, fence Line Style with X’s 
along it are examples of Line Styles that can be created. 
Custom Line Styles, unlike the fonts discussed in chapter 5, 
are still contained in resource files with the extension .rsc. 
The only change will be how we access custom line styles for 
use and viewing prior to placing.  This chapter contains 
information about these resource files including: 

• Names 
• Locations 
• Descriptions 
• Workflow for attaching resource file 
• Workflow for creating basic custom Line Styles 

Line Styles 

There are many custom Line Styles in use at EFLHD. There 
are multiple standard Line Style resource files. They are 
automatically read by Microstation and will be shown as 
available Line Styles, provided your machine is properly 
configured. These files will be attached when entering 
Microstation through a project configuration variable and the 
use of these will be seamless.   

The EFLHD custom Line Style resource files can be found on 
the EFLHD designer’s local computer at:  

M:\Cadd_resource_v8\X_30\Standards\Resources 

For consultants, EFLHD line style resources files are available 
through the CADD_Resources_V8.zip download.   

Selecting custom Line Styles in Microstation V8 is a simple 
process as each Line Style found in the attached .rsc file will 
automatically show up in the Line Styles dropdown menu, as 
shown below. 



 

 

EFLHD CADD Standards Manual 
Chapter 6 —Line Styles 

 

Figure 6-1:  Select Custom Line Style 

Each of the Line Styles available may be selected by using the 
scroll bar to find and select the desired Line Style. 

As shown above, there is also a selection for ByLevel.  This 
allows a Line Style to be attached to a particular level.  
Setting the level as the active level will automatically select 
the Line Style as set in the level library.  See chapter 9, 
Levels and Symbology, for more information on ByLevel 
attributes. 

To view a custom Line Style before placing, select 
Element>Line Styles>Custom, as shown below. 

 

Figure 6-2:  Element Menu 
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With the dialog box for custom Line Styles, shown below, you 
have the ability to select Line Styles and set Line Style scales. 

 

Figure 6-3:  Custom Line Styles 

 
For EFLHD employees, custom Line Styles are 
automatically attached while opening a design file 
using the Project Configuration (*.pcf).  If the correct 
Line Styles is not displaying, contact CADD support 
to have this setup. 
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Line Style Diagrams 

See figures below for view of each Line Style in use at EFLHD. 

Line Style 

 Tree_Line_2 

 Tree_Line 

 Township/Range 

 Silt_Fence (FLH) 

 
Silt_Fence(EFLHD) 

 Section 

 Scarp 

 
Rock_Lined_Ditch 

 
Railroad_Tracks_2 

 Railroad_Tracks 

 Property_Line 

 Permanent_Easement_Right 

 Permanent_Easement_Left 

 Permanent_Easement_Inline 

 P_Water_Line 

 P_Wall 

 P_Underground_Telephone 

 P_Underground_Power_and_Telephone 

 P_Underground_Power 

 P_Underground_Oil 

 P_Underground_Gas 

 P_Underdrain 

 P_Two_Posted_Sign 

 P_Storm_Drain 

 P_Sanitary_Sewer 

 P_Road 

 P_Right_of_Way_Right 

 

Figure 6-4: Line Style Diagram 
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Line Style 

 P_Right-of-Way_Left 

 P_Right_of_Way_Inline 

 P_PavedDitch 

 P_Overhead_Telephone 

 P_Overhead_Power_and_Telephone 

 P_Overhead_Power 

 P_Guardwall 

 P_Guardrail 

 
P_Gate 

 P_Fence 

 
P_Culvert (FLH) 

 D_Pipe12, … (EFLHD-Culvert of different 
sizes) 

 
P_Concrete_Barrier 

 Metric_Custom_Slope 

 Metric 4:1 

 Metric 2:1 

 Metric 1:9 

  Metric 1:8 

 Metric 1:7 

 Metric 1:6 

 Metric 1:50 

 Metric 1:5 

 Metric 1:4 

 Metric 1:3 

 Metric 1:20 

 
Metric 1:2.5 

 

Figure 6-5: Line Style Diagram 
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Line Style 

 Metric 1:2 

 Metric 1:100 

 
Metric 1:10 
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Metric 1:1 

 Metric 1:0.75 

 
Metric 10:1 

 Metric 100:1 
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 E_Water_Line 
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 E_Underground_Telephone 

 E_Underground_Steam 

 E_Underground_Power 

 E_Underground_Oil 

 E_Underground_Irrigation 

 E_Underground_Gas 

 E_Underground_Force_Main 

 E_Underground_Fiber_Optic 

 E_Underground_CATV 

 

Figure 6-6: Line Style Diagram 
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Line Style 
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Figure 6-7: Line Style Diagram 
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Line Style 
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Figure 6-8: Line Style Diagram  
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Workflow 1:  Resource file setup 
1. Download CADD_Resources_V8.zip from the 

EFLHD web site.  

2. As this file is specific to EFLHD projects the 
user should leave this in the 
M:\Cadd_resource_v8\X_30\Standards\Res
ources directory. 

3. In Microstation select 
Workspace>Configuration. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6-9: Workspace Configuration Menu 
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4. From the workspace configuration dialog 
box, select Symbology from the list on the 
left. 

 

 

 

Figure 6-10: Configuration Symbology 

 

 

5. Click on the Select button. This will allow the 
user to select the EFLHD line style resource 
files downloaded above (step 4). 
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Figure 6-11: Symbology Resources 

 

 

6. Pick the path to the directory where the .rsc 
files are stored from the upper right directory 
box. Highlight the appropriate file(s) from 
the upper left box, and then click the Add 
button to add the desired file to the file list.  
Repeat this procedure for each file to be 
added. 

7. Click the Done button. 

8. The files will now be shown in the Expansion 
window of the user configuration box. 
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Figure 6-12: User Configuration Symbology 

 

9. Click the OK button. The user will see a 
Microstation alert dialog box asking if 
changes to the configuration file should be 
saved, Answer by selecting the Yes button. 
The correct custom line styles will now be 
available.  
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Workflow 1 will allow user level configuration, which is not the 
recommended method for the X30 standard files. 

 
Workflow 1 – Resource file setup is for 
information only.  EFLHD designers should 
not manually attach or edit configuration 
variables.  For EFLHD, the CADD 
Coordinator sets the configuration variables.
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