
STUDY FACT SHEET
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division (EFLHD) initiated a study in early 2011 to assess the feasibility of widening the Baltimore-Washington Parkway. Specifically, the study examined the potential costs and effects of adding a third northbound and a third southbound travel lane along the Parkway from the interchange with the Baltimore Beltway (I-695) in Anne Arundel County, Maryland to the New York Avenue/US Route 50 interchange in the District of Columbia. 


1. 
What is this study?
· It is a study of the feasibility of widening the Parkway by one lane in each direction from the New York Avenue/US Route 50 interchange to the Baltimore Beltway (I-695).  No other roadway configuration or transportation modes are under study at this time.  
· It is a FEASIBILITY STUDY that considers the impact of projected growth in population and employment in the Baltimore and Washington regions between 2010 and 2040 and the effects of the planned Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) actions at Fort George C. Meade on traffic conditions in the Parkway corridor.
· It is NOT a project. No additional studies, design, or construction activities are planned or funded at this time.
· It is NOT a multimodal study.  Potential transit, bicycle or pedestrian system improvements are not being studied.  
· It is NOT a detailed environmental study, such as a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) study.
Why is this study being undertaken?
· The study was called for in 2010 Appropriations Legislation by Congressman C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-MD) in response to concerns about Parkway traffic congestion and transportation access to BRAC facilities in the study corridor.
What will be the product of this feasibility study?
· A report to Congress that identifies opportunities and challenges related to: possible transportation effects, physical engineering feasibility, environmental feasibility, public/community feasibility, initial capital construction costs and ongoing annual operating & maintenance costs, and facility operations and management.  
· Other issues and public / agency comments and concerns may arise in the context of discussing those major issues. These will be noted in the final report.  
Who is sponsoring this study?
· Federal Highway Administration’s Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division Office in partnership with the National Park Service and the Maryland State Highway Administration.
Who currently “owns and operates” the Baltimore-Washington Parkway? 
· The Maryland State Highway Administration is responsible for the Parkway from the City of Baltimore to approximately the interchange of the Parkway with MD Route 175 in Anne Arundel County.
· The National Park Service is responsible for the Parkway from just south of the MD 175 interchange to the New York Avenue/US Route 50 split at the District of Columbia / Maryland state line.
What are the study limits?
· From the Baltimore Beltway (I-695) in the north to the New York Avenue/US Route 50 interchange with the Parkway in the south.  Please see the map of the study area below.
What is the study schedule?
· The draft Final Report to Congress has been prepared and is currently being reviewed by FHWA staff. Once this review has been completed, the Final Report will be officially transmitted to Congress.
PLEASE DIRECT ANY COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS TO:
Mr. Lewis G. Grimm, P.E, Planning Team Leader
Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division | Federal Highway Administration
21400 Ridgetop Circle | Sterling, Virginia 20166
(T) 703-404-6289 | (f) 703-404-6217 | lewis.grimm@dot.gov
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